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sympathetic historian. Here is no Egypt or Chaldeaor
Greece with her harp of being casting forth marvellous
strains of single melody. Here is a symphony in the
making, a rich and grandiose symphony into which,
through long centuries, diverse notes, diverse strains,
diverse, even contradictory rhythms have entered
and combined and clashed and recombined to enrich
the ever-swelling volume of music.

The political history of India would have been wholly
different had the States of the North united to of-
fer a determined resistance to the invading Persians.
If the successors of Chandragupta Maurya had been
able to carry on his consolidated sovereignty, India
would have been spared the convulsive depredations
of the foreign hordes. Had the orthodox canonists of
Hinduism been a little less stringent in their inter-
pretation of the social rules, Indian cultural unity
would have easily achieved a more homogeneous
self-expression and it would have paved the way
for a political unity also.

But these "ifs" are the speculations of the unthink-
ing historian to whom India is but a tissue of tantalis-
ing paradoxes. It takes the placid, probing vision of a
wide sympathy and inner affinity to unravel the mys-
tery of India's growth and decline and resurgence and
progress. Indian life has always teemed with problems
of all sorts and it has been her constant endeavour to
arrive at a triumphant, abiding harmony through a per-
fect solution of all of them. Now she attempts a move-
ment of expansion, embraces vast spiritual horizons,